
 
 

Calls to Demand the Return (for a Fair Price, in Good Faith) or,  
With Typhoon Wind: We, Prisoners of Conscience, Protest Bars and Bullets, Swallowed 
Fledglings, the Gone Hurricane of Pelicans (from alcatraces), and Further Desecrations  
 
after Ai Wei Wei, Michael Lujan Bevacqua, and various documents of protest by Indigenous dissidents 
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1 Layered images: ornithological and ambient sound spectrogram stills, an admission ticket to Alcatraz Island and Ai 
Wei Wei’s Alcatraz installation, @Large, on December 1, 2014. The first spectrogram image is sourced from an 
audio recording of ambient sound captured while walking the length of Ai Wei Wei’s suspended dragon kite 
sculpture “With Wind” and represents a patron saying the words “here on Alcatraz.” The second spectrogram 
image is sourced from an audio recording of a California Scrub Jay (Aphelocoma californica) reacting to the recent 
death (the cause of which was feral cat attack) of its fledgling offspring on July 7, 2019. All recordings and images 
are by the author. 
 
2 Text overlays consist of excerpts from: Alcatraz Proclamation or, Proclamation to the Great White Father and All 
His People, issued by members of IAT (Indians of All Tribes) in 1969, during The Occupation of Alcatraz Island; 
Prutehi Litekyan: Save Ritidian and Oppose Degradation and Militarization of Native Lands, a petition issued by 
CHamoru activist group Prutehi Litekyan in 2017, opposing the live-fire range installation by the US Government on 
the island of Guåhan (Guam, an Unincorporated Territory of the United States whose citizens have no 
congressional voting rights in the general presidential election, though one-third of the island’s landmass is 
controlled by the US military); Ai Wei Wei’s recorded interviews about @Large; and original text by the author. 

Litekyan 

we protest 

from alcatraces      pelicans 

twenty-four dollars ($24) in glass beads 

proclamation  a precedent set 
by the white 
man’s purchase 

for as long as the sun shall rise 

and the rivers go down to the sea 

we offer this treaty in good faith 

gone the hurricane of 

fledglings 
swallowed 

barsandbullets 

prutehi 

prutehi 

prutehi 

prutehi 

prutehi 

Litekyan 

Litekyan 

Litekyan 

CHamoru lands in 
CHamoru hands 

with typhoon wind 

we protest the signing of the INRMP 

this tiny island would be a symbol of the great lands once ruled by free and noble Indians 

Fakmåta Guåhan! 
freedom within constraints 

prisoners of conscience 

live-fire training range complex 
further desecrations 


