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Biden makes surprise 
visit to Ukraine

Kaua‘i High School’s Kate Na-
kamura, partnering with 
Jeanine Longboy, answers a 
ball from the duo of Parker 
Reed and Mia Marty on Sunday 
during the high school presea-
son doubles tennis matches at 
the Po‘ipu Kai tennis courts. 
The unseeded teams saw Reed 
and Marty advance with a 7-5, 
6-1 win over the Nakamura/
Longboy pair. The Marty and 
Reed pair upset the No. 4 
seeded team before falling to 
the tournament’s eventual 
champions in the quarterfinals. 
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LIHU‘E — With newly appointed 
state Rep. Luke Evslin heading to 
O‘ahu, the remaining six members of 
the Kaua‘i County Council now must 
select a replacement to fill his va-
cant seat.

The council will choose their new 
colleague on Wednesday morning 
by a simple majority vote, based on 

nominations from sit-
ting members.

Two candidates 
have expressed inter-
est in the role to The 
Garden Island — for-
mer council member 
Ross Kagawa and en-
vironmental scientist 
and community organizer Fern Anu-
enue Holland. In the November 2022 
general election, Kagawa finished 
eighth with 9,967 votes. Holland fin-
ished ninth with 8,808.

Kagawa, who served on the coun-
cil from 2012 to 2020, said his main 

issue is addressing 
the cost of living, es-
pecially ballooning 
housing costs.

“How do we help 
our local residents 
see a future on Kaua‘i? 
A lot of them are mov-
ing to the mainland 
and we’re losing a lot of good resi-
dents who want to be here but can’t 
afford to,” said Kagawa. “It’s gonna 
take working with the federal gov-
ernment and the state government, 
and I believe I have a lot of those 
connections from working with 

them over previous years.”
Holland has recently been a lead-

ing voice in opposition to a Coco 
Palms hotel development, advocat-
ing for a Native Hawaiian cultural 
center on the site of the ruined 
buildings. In an email to sitting coun-
cil members on Monday, Holland re-
quested that she be considered for 
the seat.

“I know you can consider (an ap-
pointment) based on who adds to 
the nature of the inter-workings and 
effectiveness of the Council as a 

COUNCIL TO PICK 7TH MEMBER
Guthrie Scrimgeour 
THE GARDEN ISLAND

Holland and Kagawa seek 
seat vacated by Evslin

PUHI — With February 
being celebrated as ‘Olelo 
Hawai‘i Month, and the em-
phasis on revitalizing the 
Hawaiian language follow-
ing its ban in 1896 as a me-
dium of instruction, the 
sole ‘Olelo Hawai‘i History 
Day project by Island 
School student Kolohaia-
heahe Kuhaulua was the un-
contested entry to the state 
History Day presented by 
Hawai‘i Council for the Hu-
manities.

A total of 15 projects 
earned qualification to the 
state competition following 
the daylong Kaua‘i District 
History Day at Kaua‘i Com-
munity College Learning Re-
source Center on the Puhi 
campus on Saturday, with 
its “Frontiers in History: 
People, Places, Ideas” 
theme.

“We haven’t had the 
Kaua‘i District event since 
2018,” said Keyk Capati, the 
Waimea High School 
teacher/advisor for History 
Day. “One of our students, 
Mar Heinrich Ruiz, is a 

three-time national quali-
fier, but never got to go to 
nationals because of 
COVID-19 shutdowns.”

Ruiz, who combined with 
Waimea High School stu-
dent Hope Newton, is 

co-creator of one of the 15 
state qualifying projects 
from the Saturday competi-
tion, in the areas of exhibit, 
documentation and web-
site.

The Island School 

teacher/coach for History 
Day brought eight of the 15 
qualifying exhibits. He 
stopped to apologize to the 
panel of judges, but added 
that he wished all of the 
schools would participate 

in History Day, where stu-
dents can connect what is 
going on today with history.

Capati said one of the key 
interactive events involved 
the community partner ac-
tivity, where participating 
members could tell their 
story through ikebana with 
the help of Rie Ombrello, a 
grandmaster of the misho-
ryu school of ikebana.

Devin Makizuru, who has 
ties to the Makizuru family 
of Up to Date Cleaners on 
Kaua‘i, served as the day’s 
host, where all participants 
earned a history day pin 
and complimentary ball-
point pen.

World History Day 
state qualifiers

Junior Documentary: Fa-
ther of the Modern Murder 
Mystery Genre: Edgar Allen 
Poe (student: Oliver Jordan, 
Island School; teacher Pat-
rick Gegen); A Frontier in 
Radiation, The Radium Girls 
(Bradyn Nakayama, Island 
School; teacher Jamie Fes-
instine); The Anti-Rape 
Movement (Berkley Feutz, 

15 students advance to state History Day
Dennis Fujimoto
THE GARDEN ISLAND
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TOKYO — Thousands of 
Japanese fans, some wiping 
away tears, bid farewell to a 
beloved Japanese-born gi-
ant panda that made her fi-
nal public appearance 
Sunday before flying to her 
home country, China.

The panda fans gathered 
at Tokyo’s Ueno Zoo for one 
last look at Xiang Xiang, the 
park’s idol since her birth in 
June 2017.

Sunday’s viewing was lim-
ited to 2,600 lucky ones who 
won their tickets in an ex-
tremely competitive lottery. 
But many others who didn’t 

win came anyway to say 
their goodbyes from out-
side of the panda house.

“Xiang Xiang is not only 
cute but charming and 
funny. She’s so attractive 
that if you see her once, you 
want to see her more. I 
don’t think there is any 
panda like her in the uni-
verse,” said a visitor who 
only gave her first name, 
Yukie. “I’ve made friends 
here by sharing it, and that 
is also her attraction.”

Though she was born and 
grew up at the Tokyo zoo, 
Xiang Xiang, whose parents 
Ri Ri and Shin Shin are on 
loan from China, must re-
turn to that country.

China sends pandas 
abroad as a sign of goodwill, 
but maintains ownership 
over the animals and any 
cubs they produce. The ani-
mals are native to south-
western China and are an 
unofficial national mascot.

Divided into groups of 
about 10, the visitors were 
given only a few minutes to 
quietly say goodbye to 
Xiang Xiang as she noncha-
lantly nibbled on bamboo 
sticks. Viewers held up their 
mobile phones and cameras 
to capture her every move.

“I wish Japanese-born 
pandas could stay in 

Tears flow as panda returns to China
Mari Yamaguchi
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LIHU‘E — Kaua‘i County 
Council members recently 
approved a resolution op-

posing two 
bills that pro-
pose to elimi-
nate paper 
ballot audit re-
quirements in 
Hawai‘i elec-
tions.

Hawai‘i Re-
vised Statute 16-42 currently 
calls for a hand-counted au-
dit of at least 10 percent of 
the ballots in each precinct 
to ensure that electronic 
vote-counting machines are 
accurately totaling ballots. 
House Bill 132 and Senate 
Bill 180 would remove the 
hand-counted requirement, 
allowing the chief election 
officer to rely on electronic 
tallies to complete the 
post-election audit.

Resolution 2023-21, intro-
duced by council Chair Mel 
Rapozo, alleges that remov-
ing the use of hand tallies to 
audit votes “eliminates an ef-
fective audit procedure, 
which ensured the accuracy 
of Hawai‘i elections.”

Rapozo called the resolu-
tion “one of the more im-
portant resolutions” he has 
ever introduced. Alluding to 
the unfounded claims of 
widespread voter fraud in 
the 2022 election, Rapozo 
clarified that he didn’t be-
lieve there had been any ma-
nipulation of voting 
machines or ballots in Ha-
wai‘i.

“But I cannot defend it,” 
he said. “if don’t have that 
audit. If we don’t have that 
paper copy, I can’t defend 
it.”

Council members voted 
unanimously in support of 
the resolution. Council mem-
ber Felicia Cowden said she 
had faith in the elections 
committee and believed in 
their good intentions. “(But) 
it shouldn’t be about faith. It 
should be about accuracy 
and transparency,” she said.

Council member Addison 
Bulosan took note of the 
high turnout of people in at-
tendance to support the res-
olution, with Kaua‘i 
residents filling nearly every 

Lawmakers 
against 
axing paper 
ballot audits
Emma Grunwald
THE GARDEN ISLAND
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Island School student Kolohaiaheahe Kuhaulua shows off her ‘Olelo Hawai‘i 
project that earned an advance to the state History Day competition, on Satur-
day during the Kaua‘i District History Day at the Kaua‘i Community College 
Learning Resource Center on the Puhi campus.

Kagawa Holland

SEE COUNCIL, A4

SEE AUDITS, A4

SEE STUDENTS, A4

MASANORI TAKEI / KYODO NEWS VIA AP

Giant panda Xiang Xiang munches on bamboo 
during her last viewing day at Ueno Zoo, before she 
returns to China for good, on Sunday in Tokyo.SEE PANDA, A4

Rapozo
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Gertrude K. Toma

Gertrude K. Toma passed away on Jan. 15, 2023, in Hono-
lulu, at the age of 93. She was born on June 4, 1929, in 
Waimea. She was a former owner and operator at Big Save, 
Inc.

She was preceded in death by husband Akira Toma.
She is survived by son Kurt (Allison) Toma, six grandchil-

dren, and sister Edith Tan of Honolulu.
A service is at Garden Island Mortuary on Saturday, Feb. 

25. Visitation is from 9 to 11 a.m. followed by services.
The family suggests casual attire and requests that flow-

ers be omitted.
Garden Island Mortuary is assisting the family with ar-

rangements.

Aleck Ailes Fiesta

Aleck Ailes Fiesta passed away on Feb. 7, 2023 at the age 
of 52. He was born on Aug. 16, 1970 in the Philippines. He 
was a security guard.

He was preceded in death by wife Aileen V. Fiesta.
He is survived by sons Karlgene V. Fiesta of Waimea and 

Karlvee Ian V. Fiesta of the Philippines, mother Feliciana Fi-
esta of Waimea, sisters Sally Fiesta of Puhi, May (Mark) Wil-
liams of Virginia and Violeta (Dr. Roger Netzer) 
Fiesta-Netzer of Wailua, and numerous nieces and nephews.

A service is Wednesday, March 1, at Garden Island Mortu-
ary, with visitation from 9 to 11 a.m. followed by a celebra-
tion of life. The family requests casual attire and welcomes 
flowers.

Garden Island Mortuary is assisting the family with ar-
rangements.

Francisca G. Espinosa

Francisca G. Espinosa passed away on Feb. 9, 2023 in Ka-
pa‘a at the age 90.

She was born on Dec. 10, 1923 in Cuba. She was a profes-
sional singer.

She was preceded in death by son Xavier Espinosa.
She is survived by husband Rolando A. Espinosa, son Ro-

lando F. Espinosa, daughter Susana Iaskolk-Rick, sister Ra-
mona Veliz and four grandchildren.

A celebration of life is Saturday, Feb. 25, in Wailua.
Borthwick Kaua‘i Mortuary is assisting the family with ar-

rangements.
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I f you didn’t place a pre-
order for malasadas for 
pickup on Tuesday, 

you’re just going to have to 
chance the walk-in traffic.

“We have some preor-
ders already,” said Jea Kyla 
Sheyne Laganina of Kaua‘i 
Bakery and Coffee. “If you 
want malasadas on Tues-
day, you’re going to have to 
wait in line starting at 6 
a.m. when we open.”

Laganina and Rosemarie 
Cadiente are anticipating 
brisk activity on what is 
known locally as Malasada 
Tuesday, or Malasada Day.

Malasada fans, with the 
tradition of bringing some 
to the office and friends, 

need to patronize malasada 
bakeries early to ensure 
getting some of the sug-
ar-coated morsels that are 
based on a Portuguese des-
sert that landed in Hawai‘i 
when the Portuguese ar-
rived in the islands to work 
on plantations.

“Malasada Day, which 
dates back to the days of 
the sugar plantations of the 
1800s, always falls on the 
day before Ash Wednesday, 
and is also known as 
Shrove Tuesday, or Fat 
Tuesday,” said Leonard’s 
Bakery on O‘ahu that was 
one of the original bakeries 
advertising the food obser-
vance day starting in the 
1950s. “It refers to the prac-
tice of the last night of eat-
ing richer, fatty foods and 

desserts before the ritual 
fasting of the Lenten sea-
son.”

Fat Tuesday, or Mardi 
Gras, is celebrated in 2023 
on Feb. 21.

Malasada Tuesday — get ’em early
Dennis Fujimoto
THE GARDEN ISLAND

Japan,” said Takamichi Masui, 
an auto parts maker who traveled 
from Mie, in central Japan. “So 
many people who came today and 
fans are sad to see her go. When I 
saw (Xiang Xiang), I got teary. I 
wish Xiang Xiang could stay, 
though I understand it’s difficult.”

He said he worries if Xiang Xiang 
can smoothly adapt to her new life 
in China.

Natsuki Mizuguchi, a graphic de-
signer, wore a parka, socks and 

shoes decorated with Xiang 
Xiang’s head photo that she had 
taken.

Mizuguchi said she first saw 
Xiang Xiang when she was recov-
ering from health issues but has 
since gotten better. “I wanted to 
express my appreciation to Xiang 
Xiang,” Mizuguchi said. “I’m cer-
tain she will be an idol in China 
too and I hope she serves the 
friendship between our two coun-
tries.”

Her friend, Akane Hiramoto, a 
nurse, said she could not win a 
slot Sunday and her visit Saturday 
became her last.

“I would love to go see her in 
China,” Hiramoto said. “I hope Ja-
pan and China can deepen friend-
ship through pandas like Xiang 
Xiang and also environmental is-
sues, for instance.”

Despite strained political ties 
between Japan and China, pandas 
have connected people in both 
countries and contributed to the 
friendship, Japanese fans say.

Xiang Xiang, accompanied by 
two Ueno Zoo staff, will be flown 
to China on Tuesday. She’ll join 
other pandas at a facility in Sich-
uan province, close to the original 
panda habitat.

“I became emotional when I 
saw may people shedding tears 
saying goodbye to her,” said Ueno 
Zoo spokesperson Naoya Ohashi.

But there is one more day be-
fore her departure, and, “as zoo 
keepers, we will fulfill our respon-
sibility and do utmost to safely 
send her to China,” he said.

“I hope she will get used to a 
new environment quickly, find a 
good partner and have children,” 
Ohashi said.

Three other pandas at another 
park, the Adventure World, in cen-
tral Japan — elderly male Eimei, 
sent from China in 1994, and his 

Japanese-born twin daughters 
Ouhin and Touhin — will head to 
China on Wednesday mainly to 
find suitable partners for the re-
productive-age twin pandas. Four 
female pandas will remain after 
the handover and the park is 
seeking a male panda to be sent 
from China.

Pandas, which reproduce rarely 
in the wild and rely on a diet of 
bamboo, remain among the 
world’s most threatened species. 
An estimated 1,800 pandas live in 
the wild, while another 500 are in 
zoos or reserves, mostly in Sich-
uan.

Panda
Continued from A1

Island School; teacher Patrick Gegen); The Rise of A Gam-
ing Monarch (Luahn Luz and Tristen Godinez, Island 
School; teacher Jamie Fesinstine).

Junior Exhibit: Hokule‘a: Resurgence of Hawaiian Cul-
ture (Kaia Haugh and Mehana Dameron, Island School; 
teacher Jamie Fesinstine); The Frontier of Human Organ 
Transplantation (Sadie Stiglmeier, Island School; teacher 
Patrick Gegen); Miranda v. Arizona: A Frontier in Law En-
forcement (Ellen Conway, Island School; teacher Patrick 
Gegen); The Partition of India: A Journey to Freedom (Max 
Fazio, Island School; teacher Jamie Fesinstine).

Junior Website: Rocketing Toward The Future (Sean 
Lottermoser, Island School; teacher Patrick Gegen); Cleop-
atra (Callum Raine, Mohalapua Silverston and Tzuf Ruck, 
Island School; teacher Patrick Gegen); The Digital Frontier 
(Phoenex Ma, Island School; teacher Patrick Gegen).

Senior Documentary: Trench Warfare: How Our Treat-
ment of Soldiers on the Frontiers of War Affected Our Ex-
pansion of Medical Frontier (Stanley Kimmel, Waimea High; 
etacher Keyk Capati).

Senior Exhibit: Hawai‘i’s Sugar Plantation Era: The Fron-
tier of Integration Through Food and Language (Brynn Lee 
Hirata, Rhomsen Fermin, Rylen Koshi, Waimea High; 
teacher Keyk Capati).

Senior Website: Disney: A Dominant Dream to Innova-
tion (Hope Newton and Mar Heinrich Ruiz, Waimea High; 
teacher Keyk Capati).

‘Olelo Hawai‘i: The “Plus 2” Crew of 1976 (Kolohaia-
heahe Kuhaulua, Island School; teacher Patrick Gegen).
•••
Dennis Fujimoto, staff writer and photographer, can be 
reached at 808-245-0453 or dfujimoto@thegardenisland.com.

Students
Continued from A1

seat in council chambers 
for the Feb. 16 meeting.

“The fact that we have al-
most every seat filled here 
gets me super excited,” Bu-
losan said. “That means 
that (the) community is en-
gaged and everything is 
not just being done on this 
side of the street.”

Tom Stanton, a member 
of the Kaua‘i Republican 
Party Executive Commit-
tee, was one of 12 people to 
provide testimony at the 
meeting.

Stanton was concerned 
that electronic voting ma-
chines “could sometimes 
malfunction.”

“I’ve not said anything 
nefarious is going on,” 
Stanton said. “But without 
those paper ballot audits, 
there’s simply no way to 
tell if those received results 
are accurate.”

James Rosa, a Kapa‘a 

firearms dealer, shared sim-
ilar concerns.

“Electronics aren’t 100 per-
cent. Forms, paper are 100 
percent,” he said.

Levana Lomma, the 
founder of the far-right group 
For Our Rights, echoed the 
same beliefs.

“If our votes are to be 
counted by machines rather 
than by the hands of the peo-
ple of Hawai‘i, we must be af-
forded the ability to ensure 
that count is accurate 
through a hand-counted au-
dit,” said Lomma, adding that 
many residents have lost 
confidence in the current 
voting system.

HB 132, which was intro-
duced by state House 
Speaker Scott Saiki (D-Dis-
trict 25) in January, proposes 
that an electronic audit will 
further ensure accuracy.

“Electronic voting systems 
were first used in Hawai‘i 
during the 1998 elections. 
The technology involved 
with such systems has con-
tinued to evolve to improve 
the administration and secu-

rity of elections,” said state 
Chief Elections Officer Scott 
Nago in written testimony.

Nago added that the elec-
tions office is able to go back 
to individual ballots to do a 
physical review as neces-
sary, and that during the 
2022 election audit process, 
they found more errors were 
caused by humans than vot-
ing equipment.

According to Rapozo, peo-
ple from the mainland are 
“shocked” by the removal of 
hand-tallied audits.

“It’s an embarrassment for 
our state to even think that 
people are that stupid,” said 
Rapozo, noting that HB 132 
also asks for the removal of 
the requirement that audited 
ballots be “randomly se-
lected.”

Rapozo challenged Kaua‘i 
residents to bring their con-
cerns to Gov. Josh Green and 
other state representatives.

“If these two bills pass, it’s 
up to the people and us to 
make sure that every voter 
understands who screwed 
the people,” he said.

Resolution 2023-21 also 
notes claims of incorrect au-
dit procedures in the 2022 
general election, where elec-
tion officials used scanned 
images of ballots instead of 
the original paper ballots to 
tally votes, as required by 
HRS 16-42.

The Hawai‘i Republican 
Party took that issue to 
court, filing a complaint 
against the state of Hawai‘i 
Office of Elections and Nago 
on Nov. 28, 2022.

The GOP asked the court 
to issue a “declaratory judg-
ment and injunctive relief 
that the Chief Election Offi-
cer of the State of Hawai‘i 
must follow the letter of the 
law as it relates to the testing 
and auditing of electronic 
voting machines used during 
elections.” O‘ahu Circuit 
Court Judge Gary Chang dis-
missed that case due to in-
sufficient evidence.
•••
Emma Grunwald, reporter, 
can be reached at 808-652-
0638 or egrunwald@the-
gardenisland.com.

Audits
Continued from A1

whole in a way you truly believe will 
help get things done for Kaua‘i. I believe 
I would do this well,” Holland wrote.

“Council member Evslin and I are 
both passionate about addressing the 
affordable housing crisis and working 
hard to get things introduced and ac-
complished. We have a commitment to 
environmental stewardship and ad-
dressing the threats of our growingly 
uncertain climate and world. We sup-
port local agriculture strongly and have 
worked to actively expand local food 
production and our local economy.”

While the candidate who finished 
eighth in the most recent election is 
typically given preference in such ap-
pointments, it is not guaranteed.

At the most recent such appointment 
in November 2013, Mason Chock was 
selected over KipuKai Kuali‘i to replace 
Nadine Nakamura, who left the council 

to become the county managing direc-
tor. Kuali‘i had placed eighth in that 
year’s election, while Chock had not 
run. Chock was appointed at a uniquely 
contentious point in county politics, a 
day before a crucial vote on Bill 2491, 
which introduced regulations and dis-
closure requirements on the agrochem-
ical industry. The bill drew hundreds of 
testifiers, in what Kagawa, a council 
member at the time, called “one of the 
most publicized bills in county history.”

After his appointment, Chock joined 
other members in support of the bill, 
overriding then-Mayor Bernard Carval-
ho’s veto in a 5-2 vote.

“There’s a history and custom of giv-
ing the eighth vote-getter preference, 
but there’s no law to that effect,” said 
Gary Hooser, a former council member 
who voted for Chock’s appointment. 
“The choice should go to the most qual-
ified person, looking at the council as a 
whole, their strengths and weaknesses, 
representation of the community, and 
not just simply the next vote-getter.”

In 2011, the council unanimously 
voted to appoint Kuali‘i to the spot va-
cated by then-council member Derek 
S.K. Kawakami, who had resigned his 
post to join the state Legislature. In that 
instance, Kuali‘i had also finished in 
eighth place in the most recent elec-
tion.

In a message to The Garden Island, 
county council member Felicia Cowden 
said she felt “the selection should re-
flect the election.”

“This new council session is less 
than three months into the process, 
and there has not been a circumstantial 
change since the election,” said 
Cowden. “The voters’ choice for the 
eighth position needs to be held in re-
spect.”

If council members cannot agree on a 
replacement within 90 days, the mayor 
will fill the vacancy instead. The meet-
ing to decide the council member will 
occur at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday at the 
Historic County Building, after the regu-
lar council meeting at 8:30 a.m.

Council
Continued from A1
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Rosemarie Cadiente, left, and Jea Kyla Sheyne Lagan-
ina of Kaua‘i Bakery and Coffee prepare malasada 
fillings, including their newest, mango, ahead of 
Malasada Tuesday, at Kukui Grove Center in Lihu‘e 
on Monday.


