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● What is Hawaiʻi History Day?

● 2021 National History Day Theme

● Virtual Fair Logistics

● Timeline

● Judging Duties

● Community Building

● Judging Criteria

● Using the Judges Portal

Today’s Topics



Introduction
Watch Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlU39RUppFE&feature=em
b_title

Judges Resources – 
Be sure to look these over
https://hihumanities.org/what-we-do/hi-history-day/guidelines
-for-judges/

What Is History Day?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlU39RUppFE&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlU39RUppFE&feature=emb_title
https://hihumanities.org/what-we-do/hi-history-day/guidelines-for-judges/
https://hihumanities.org/what-we-do/hi-history-day/guidelines-for-judges/


Communication in History: The Key to Understanding

Honoring: Mary Kawena Pukui as local role model 

History Day Theme 2021



Virtual Judging

• State Fair – projects from 8 districts.

• Judge Assignments finalized just prior to the start of 
judging.

• Use of NHD Portal 
 

Virtual Fair Logistics



Virtual Judging (con.)

* Judge Coordinators and HCH are all here to help and answer any questions.

> Judging questions - contact any of the Coordinators:

○ Cynthia Smith:     smithcyn@hawaii.edu
○ Ryan Koo rkoo@hawaii.edu
○ Malia Lau Kong maliakon@hawaii.edu
○ Mieko Matsumoto miekofm@hawaii.edu
○ Liana Horovitz liana@hawaii.edu
○ Mark Ombrello ombrello@hawaii.edu
○ Sam Giordanengo samuelg@hawaii.edu
○ Kalikoaloha Martin ernesty@hawaii.edu 

* Technical problems – contact Dorie (historyday@hihumanities.org) at HCH and Cynthia 
(smithcyn@hawaii.edu)

Virtual Fair Logistics

mailto:smithcyn@hawaii.edu


❑ April 12 – Judging 
Starts

❑ April 19 – Deadline 
for submitting 
ranking

❑ April 20 – 22 – Run 
offs

❑ April 22 – deadline 
for submitting 
judging comments

Time line

See link to calendar

https://hihumanities.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2021-HHD-Judge-Calendar.pdf


▪ View Projects

▪ Confer with co-judge to do ranking 
– be sure you talk to each other about each project
–use Zoom, or portal link, or phone

▪ Rank 
Be sure to discuss all projects together.
� some choosing for Run-Offs; 
� some determining top winners for State

Rank all projects

Judging Duties



▪ Complete Judge Forms – provide feedback
� rubric 
� comments – word count requirement; use of 

‘General Comments’ box

▪ No interviews ☹
________________________
Lead Judge Duties: 
• Contact teammate(s) to select a target date for discussion of 

projects.
• Schedule meeting to confer (Zoom or video conferencing or phone)
• Ensure the team stays on track - avoid last minute judging and 

meeting
• Input final ranking decisions

Judging Duties (con.)



Additional Tips

> Type out in WORD first, save, then cut and paste

> Though you confer, each judge enters their own 
comments

> In your comments- do not reference their school (not 
supposed to know that) and do not indicate personal 
follow up or give email etc.. Any one on one 
communication (e.g. follow up to let them know about 
a source) goes through HCH and teachers.

> Don’t wait til the last minute – get an early start.



Breakout rooms
Please briefly share your response to the 
following questions:

● Why do you judge? 
● What keeps bringing you back, or what made 

you judge this year? 

Community Building



Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RxncvHG1XQY&feature=youtu.be 

New NHD Judging Sheet

Rubric – need to fill out  (unlike past years)
● 80% - History and theme
● 20% - Quality of Presentation

Comments – please spend time on this
• Be concrete and specific
• Commend strengths, encourage
• Couch suggestions for improvement gently and constructively

Judging Criteria

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RxncvHG1XQY&feature=youtu.be






Rules – Key rules to pay attention to
• Papers: 1500 to 2500 words - words in footnotes count toward total word count 

unless a citation
• Website: 1200 words (does not include primary source quotes); multimedia 

limited to 3 minutes; no hyperlinks to outside website
• Exhibits: 500 words – including titles, subtitles, timelines; quotes and source 

credits do not count 
• Performance and Documentary: 10 minutes. 
• Annotated bibliography: annotations should only be 2-3 sentences.

Judging Criteria



Rules (con.)
 

All categories must include a process paper (new for essays)
Students are required to answer certain questions: 

1. How did you choose your topic and how does it relate to 
the annual theme?

2. How did you conduct your research?
3. How did you create your project?
4. What is your historical argument?
5. In what ways is your topic significant in history?

  
This is a teaching tool. Do not use to make judge rankings but 
can read to better understand student process. 

Judging Criteria



Rules Violations
 

I. Rules violations result in lower rankings.  
● Examples: missing bibliography, missing process 

paper, missing title page. Most problematic – over 
word limit or over time limit

I. Disqualification – only for severe breaches: 
plagiarism or reusing an old project

Discuss and confer with Judge Coordinator to 
determine impact.

Judging Criteria



NHD Portal – used for:
• Projects posted for viewing
• Submitting Judge Sheets (rubric and comments)
• Submitting nominations for Special Prizes.

Need to register prior to the fair
Projects will be available on the start day of judging. 

▪ Video: http://bit.ly/HHDJudgePortal

Using the Judge Portal

http://bit.ly/HHDJudgePortal


Judge Cost Share Survey: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/14tTjvS8VUdKyg6Jpyuo4C_IR2GoTszOwHfX8nKPxd3o/edit

Final Points

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/14tTjvS8VUdKyg6Jpyuo4C_IR2GoTszOwHfX8nKPxd3o/edit


Thank You 
for supporting Hawaiʻi History Day


