
N
H

D
 C

om
m

ent Starters 
H

IST
O

R
IC

A
L

 Q
U

A
L

IT
Y

 60%
 

Possible Points for C
om

m
ents or Suggestions for Im

provem
ents 

Judging Sam
ple C

om
m

ent Starters 

Entry is 
H

IST
O

R
IC

A
L

L
Y

 
A

C
C

U
R

A
T

E
: Provides 

accurate chronology and 
sum

m
ary of historical 

events. 

W
ritten 

content 
accuracy 

•Sum
m

arizes historical facts accurately and w
ithout bias. 

•Presents understanding of events in correct chronological order. 
•Y

ou presented an understanding of events in chronological order, 
•know

ing w
here to start and how

 to unfold the story. 

V
isual 

evidence 
accuracy 

•U
ses correct prim

ary source evidence to support the argum
ent. 

•U
ses evidence in correct historical context to support the argum

ent. 
•Y

our use of prim
ary source evidence correctly supports the argum

ent. 

Show
s A

N
A

L
Y

SIS and 
IN

T
E

R
PR

E
T

A
T

IO
N

: 
Thesis establishes a claim

 
and supporting argum

ents. 

Thesis 
•Establishes claim

s on topic, cause and effect, im
m

ediate im
pact, change over tim

e, 
and overall significance. 
•Presents original argum

ent providing new
 insight and perspective of them

ed topic. 

•The stated argum
ent does a good job of identifying the significance to 

the topic. 
•Y

our m
ain ideas of  _________________ need to be supported by 

evidence to m
ake a strong argum

ent.  

A
nalysis 

•Supporting argum
ent develop sub-argum

ent for each part of the thesis. 
•Provides evidence supporting the argum

ent. 
•Y

our thesis is w
ell supported by the follow

ing sections of your project. 

Places topic in 
H

IST
O

R
IC

A
L

 
C

O
N

T
E

X
T

: D
em

onstrates 
understanding of how

 
historical factors 
influenced topic. 

H
istorical 

context 
•U

ses secondary sources to identify key people, events, and ideas of tim
e leading to 

and surrounding an event. 
•D

eterm
ines w

hether earlier factors caused later ones or sim
ply preceded them

. 

•Y
our entry m

akes no reference to the tim
e period in w

hich the topic 
took place. 
•Y

our argum
ent could have been stronger if you included m

ore 
background inform

ation on _________ 

Evaluating 
causes 

•D
em

onstrates understanding of how
 events influenced the topic. 

•Explains the past in its ow
n term

s, not judging it solely by present-day norm
s and 

values. 

•C
learly dem

onstrates the historical significance of _____ 
•Y

ou do a good job of looking at the topic from
 the standards of the 

tim
e and by today’s standards. 

SH
O

W
S W

ID
E

 
R

E
SE

A
R

C
H

 in annotated 
bibliography: Sources 
separated into prim

ary and 
secondary sections and 
annotated. 

Source 
citations 

•C
orrectly separates sources into prim

ary and secondary sections. 
•C

orrectly in the project and the bibliography. 
•C

heck to m
ake sure the sources are correctly separated into prim

ary 
and secondary. 

A
nnotations 

•Identifies a w
ide variety of foundational sources used to create the argum

ent. 
•Explains how

 each source w
as used in a concise form

at. 
•R

eview
 your annotations to focus on __________ 

•Include in your annotation how
 the each source w

as used to support the 
argum

ent being m
ade. 

U
ses available PR

IM
A

R
Y

 
SO

U
R

C
E

S: A
rgum

ent 
m

ade and supported w
ith 

use of prim
ary sources. 

A
rgum

ent 
evidence 

•M
akes com

plete argum
ent and supports through use of prim

ary source evidence. 
•Supports each analysis statem

ent w
ith m

ultiple sources. 
•Y

our evidence does a good job of supporting your argum
ent 

throughout the project. 
•I w

as im
pressed w

ith your use of (interview
s... etc.) 

V
ariety of 

evidence 
•U

ses m
ultiple types of prim

ary sources throughout project 
•U

ses unique prim
ary sources that dem

onstrate advanced research skills 
•Throughout your project, you utilized an excellent range of (visual 
im

ages, clips, interview
s, etc.). 



R
esearch is B

A
L

A
N

C
E

D
 

in PR
E

SE
N

T
A

T
IO

N
: 

A
nalyzes and provides 

m
ultiple perspectives. 

M
ultiple 

perspectives 
•Provides m

ultiple types of evidence to create the argum
ent. 

•Presents m
ultiple points of view

 to support the argum
ent. 

•D
id you find evidence of other points of view

 on the topic? 
•A

dditional perspectives w
ould provide balance in the project. 

A
nalyzing 

various 
perspectives 

•A
nalyzes separate points of view

. 
•Explains the im

pact of each point of view
 on the topic. 

•Y
ou m

ay w
ant to also consider the other point of view

 on ____ 
•H

ow
 did different view

s im
pact the topic? 

R
E

L
A

T
IO

N
 T

O
 T

H
E

M
E

 20%
 

Possible Points for C
om

m
ents or Suggestions for Im

provem
ents 

 

R
E

L
A

T
IO

N
 to T

H
E

M
E

: 
C

learly relates to and 
addresses all parts of the 
them

e. 

R
elation to 

them
e 

•Thesis and project clearly address the them
e. 

•C
hosen topic presents fresh perspective on topic in relation to them

e. 
•I could clearly see the use of this year’s them

e. 
•Y

our topic takes a unique look at the topic. 

D
isciplinary 

lenses 
•A

nalyzes topic through m
ultiple disciplinary lenses in relation to them

e. 
•U

ses m
ultiple disciplinary lenses that connect across the them

e. 
•W

hat are the m
ain points you are trying to m

ake about your topic in 
relation to the them

e? 

D
R

A
W

S 
C

O
N

C
L

U
SIO

N
S: 

D
em

onstrates current 
SIG

N
IFIC

A
N

C
E

 of topic 
and draw

s conclusions. 

C
hange over 

tim
e 

•Explains how
 the topic developed over tim

e and docum
ents that change. 

•D
escribes w

hy that change occurred. 
•Y

ou also pointed very clearly the im
pact of _______________ 

•I w
ould like a bit m

ore inform
ation about the long term

 im
pact that 

happened because of ______________ 

H
istorical 

significance 
•Explains how

 the topic w
as significant in history and draw

s an independent 
conclusion. 
•Explains the cause and continued im

pact on the com
m

unity, nation, or w
orld. 

•W
hy is your topic im

portant? 
•H

ow
 did your today change a (com

m
unity, nation, or w

orld) in the 
long term

? 

C
L

A
R

IT
Y

 O
F PR

E
SE

N
T

A
T

IO
N

 20%
 

Possible Points for C
om

m
ents or Suggestions for Im

provem
ents 

 

W
R

IT
T

E
N

 O
R

 SPO
K

E
N

 
A

R
G

U
M

E
N

T
: C

orrect 
gram

m
ar, accurate 

spelling, articulate ideas. 

A
rgum

ent 
clarity 

•Presents a professional product w
ith no spelling or gram

m
atical errors. 

•Presents clear and concise m
essages. 

•The dialog or narration could be said slow
er to m

ake it clearer to the 
listener. 

A
rgum

ent 
organization 

•A
rgum

ent organized in a logical and easy-to-follow
 presentation. 

•A
rgum

ent includes clear transitions betw
een the thesis, analysis points, and 

conclusion. 

•The organization of your projects argum
ent w

as hard to follow
. 

•The addition of transitions w
ould highlight the m

ain points being m
ade 

in your argum
ent. 

PR
E

SE
N

T
A

T
IO

N
: 

Project elem
ents present 

clear m
essages. Project 

engages the view
er/reader. 

Presentation 
organization 

•A
rranges and groups item

s to create a clear argum
ent. 

•C
learly organizes text and visual evidence to guide a reader through the argum

ent. 
•The structure of your project supports the argum

ent being m
ade in 

your project. 
•Y

our project w
as interesting and w

ell organized to tell the story. 

V
isual im

pact 
•U

ses a visual them
e, layout, and presentation style in a creative w

ay to support an 
argum

ent. 
•U

ses a variety of sources throughout the exhibit to explain the argum
ent. 

•Y
our projects design highlights the argum

ent of your topic. 
•The design of your project som

etim
es distracts for the argum

ent you 
are trying to m

ake. 
 


