
NOTE FROM THE 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

2017 Board of Directors
Paul R. Field, Chair
O‘ahu, Professor of History, retired, 
Windward Community College
Mitch Yamasaki, Vice Chair
O‘ahu, Professor, Historical &  Political Studies
 Department,  Chaminade University of Honolulu 
Tessa Munekiyo Ng, Secretary-Treasurer
O‘ahu, Vice President, Munekiyo & Hiraga, Inc.

Amy Boehning
O‘ahu, National Board Certified Teacher, 
Social Studies, NHD Teacher Ambassador, 
Mililani High School
Helen Cox*
Kaua‘i, Chancellor, Kaua‘i Community College
Lisa DeLong
O‘ahu, Principal, Kailua Intermediate School
Douglas Dykstra
O‘ahu, Chancellor, Windward Community College
Colleen Furukawa
Maui, Vice President, Programming, 
Maui Arts & Cultural Center
Joy Holland
Hawai‘i, Executive Director, Kona Historical Society
Noelle M.K.Y. Kahanu, 
O‘ahu, Assistant Specialist, Public  
Humanities & Native Hawaiian Programs,
University of Hawai‘i at Mänoa
Herb Lee, Jr.
O‘ahu, Executive Director, 
Pacific American Foundation
Kirsten Møllegaard
Hawai‘i, Associate Professor and
Department Chair,  English,
 University of Hawai‘i at Hilo
Joseph Rothstein
O‘ahu,Private Wealth  Advisor,
CFP, Azure Wealth Advisors,
Ameriprise Financial
Manoj Samaranayake
O‘ahu, Senior Tax Manager,
 Deloitte Tax LLP, CPA
Todd Sammons
O‘ahu, Associate Professor 
of English, University of Hawai‘i 
at Mänoa
Malia Van Heukelem
O‘ahu, Preservation  Management  Specialist,
 Hamilton Library,  University of Hawai‘i at Mänoa
Susan Yim
O‘ahu, Managing Editor, Hiki Nö, 
Hawai‘i Public Television
Grant Yoshikami
O‘ahu, Vice President & Department Head, 
Corporate Banking, Hawai‘i National Bank
Marlene A. Zeug
O‘ahu, Office of Superintendent, 
Special  Projects, Hawai‘i State 
Department of  Education
*Governor’s Appointee

A n n u a l 
R e p o r t

As I retire from the Hawai’i Council for the

Humanities, I find myself reflecting on how

much the still, small voice of the humanities

means to us as we tell our stories and

make sense of our world. I feel so

 privileged to have been here for most of

my professional career, fifteen years as

executive director and twenty years as

program officer. We have been through a

lot together. Next year, HCH will have a

brilliant new director, with his or her own

vision of the humanities to share with you,

and the great opportunity to learn from all

of you as I have.

It has been an honor to have worked 

with so many wonderful colleagues and

 partners, near and far, over the years.

Through your wisdom, creativity

and  wonder, I have witnessed

first-hand how the great truths

in yesterday’s answers are 

set by today’s questions,

how asking the big

questions is an

 activity of mind and

spirit  fundamental

to our very human

nature. And,

 because there is 

no end to either the

stories or the  questions,

I leave with the greatest

hope for and belief in the future

of the public humanities in Hawai‘i. 

Looking back, I have most loved watching

thousands of young historians ask

 penetrating and honest questions as they

explore the meaning of history through

Hawai’i History Day, sometimes with

 outrage, sometimes with great admiration,

but never with the dead neutrality of dates

and facts. I have appreciated creating

partnerships like “Film For Thought” at the

Hawai’i International Film Festival, and for

our bringing humanities programs to you

and our local communities around the

state with workshops, discussions, festivals

and other gatherings. Most recently, 

I watched a vibrant new HCH reading 

and discussion program, “Try Think,”

come to life to expand our humanities

 outreach in the prisons to new levels of

civic engagement and cultural awareness. 

Our work together over the years has

been most meaningful and dear to me.

Thank you for your dedication to connecting

people with ideas that broaden perspectives,

enrich lives, and strengthen our

 communities. I am absolutely sure the

way forward will be equally blessed,

grateful for today and hopeful for

 tomorrow. Ho‘omalamalama.

Bob Buss

HCH Executive Director

November 2018

The Hawaiian 
fish hook database

project at the 
Bishop  Museum was

supported by an 
HCH grant.

2017 
 participants were

happy to represent
Hawai‘i at National

History Day.

On the cover: 
Understanding Civic
Power –Immigration 

in Hawai‘i
public  humanities

 program.
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Ramon Lopez-Reyes
Kwong Yen Lum
William Milks
Margaret Murchison
Melissa Nakashima
Barbara Nosaka
Harry Palmer
Kathy Phillips
Laura Ruby
M. Jan Rumi
Calvin Say
Cynthia Scheinert
Karla Silva-Park
Hardy Spoehr
Joseph Stanton
Bob Sternthall
Lester Stiefel
Marlene Zeug

* Annette M. Lew Endowment Fund

Scholarship Awards 
to Hawai‘i History Day
Brigham Young University, Hawai‘i

(two full-tuition one-semester
 scholarships)

Chaminade University of Honolulu 
(one half-tuition scholarship)

Hawai‘i History Day Awards
100th Infantry Battalion 

Legacy Organization
Alexander & Baldwin 

Kokua Giving Program
Associated Chinese 

University Women of Hawai‘i 
Barbara Bennett Peterson Award
Bendon Family Foundation
Daniel K. Inouye Institute Fund of the

Hawai'i Community Foundation  
Filipino/Filipino-American Award
Foundation for Women’s History
Hawai‘i Association of School Librarians
Hawai‘i Heritage Center
Hawai‘i Labor Heritage Council
Hawai‘i Nikkei History Editorial Board 
Hawai‘i National Bank 

(medals for State History Day) 
Historical Research Award
Matson Foundation
Office of Hawaiian Affairs
Pacific and Asian Affairs Council 
University of Hawai‘i 

Biographical Research Center 
University of Hawai‘i 

Center for Oral History 
Wurst Family Foundation

Travel Awards 
for Hawai‘i History Day
Kahuku High and 
    Intermediate School         $  3,010
Baldwin High School             $  4,132
‘Iolani School $  2,680
Kahuku Elementary School  $      763
Kahuku High and 
    Intermediate School          $  6,160
Kailua Intermediate School   $  3,522
King David Kaläkaua 
    Middle School $12,218
Kamehameha Schools         $17,460
Lä‘ie Elementary School       $      780
Mililani High School $     440
Pearlridge Elementary 
    School $     220
Waiakea High School           $  6,044
Waipahu Intermediate 
    School $     585

Every effort has 
been made to ensure 
the accuracy of 
this list. If we have 
made an error, 
please let us know 
so we can 
correct our records.
Call (808) 732-5402, 
ext. 5 or email 
acharron@hihumanities.org.

$25,000 and Above 
National Endowment 

for the Humanities (NEH)

$10,000 to $24,999 
Daniel K. Inouye Memorial Fund 

of the Hawai‘i Community
 Foundation

Hawai‘i State Foundation
on Culture and the Arts 

Sidney Stern Memorial Trust

$5,000 to $9,999
Fred Baldwin Memorial Foundation
Hawai‘i State Department of Safety

– Motheread®

$2,000 to $4,999
Matson Foundation
Larry and Marilyn Myers
Office of Hawaiian Affairs

$500 to $1,999
Alexander & Baldwin Kokua Fund
Bendon Family Foundation
Phillip Bossert mErin Boylston(K)
Chaminade History Center
Cedric and Susan Cowing mkDouglas Dykstra mPaul and Jane Field kGilder Lehrman Institute

of American History 
(History Teacher of the Year)

Joy Holland
Lorey Ishihara
Jhamandas Watumull Fund
Malia Lau Kong kLinda Menton kRodney and Ardis Ono kJoseph Rothstein mTodd Sammons kTony Quagliano International

 Poetry Fund of the 
Hawai‘i Community Foundation

Barry and Patty Wurst

$250 to $499
Alex and Ani Hawai‘i
Marlene Booth and Aviam Soifer uBob and Adella Buss uCarol Cameron uHelen Cox uLisa DeLong uHawai‘i National Bank
Robert McCaw u(in memory of Susan McCaw)
Tessa Munekiyo Ng uJohn Penisten uEdward and Kamaile Shultz uRobert Tabije uCharlene Van Der Pyl uMitch Yamasaki uGrant Yoshikami u
$100 to $249
Carol Abe
Gail Ainsworth
Lea Albert
Vincent & Karen Aoki *
Amy Boehning
Brenda Ching
Sue Ann Chun
Thomas DeCourcy

Patrick Duarte
John Fleckles
Colleen Furukawa
Pat Griffin
Susan Yim Griffin
George Ikeda
Kristin Holmes
Jamba Juice Hawai‘i
Arthur Kaneshiro
Sabra Kauka
Bert Kikuchi
Tom and Delmarie Motta Klobe
Alison Kwok
Daniel Kwok
Elizabeth McCutcheon
Paul and Jessie Mizoguchi
Kirsten Møllegaard
Alfred D. Morris
Marcia Morse
Sachie Murata
Billie Nelson
Lon H. Newman
Marilyn L. Nicholson
Warren Nishimoto
Puakea Nogelmeier
Janice Nuckols
Kathleen Nullet
Janyce Omura
Loretta Pang
Barbara and Frank Peterson
Patricia Polansky
Antonio Ramil
Ted Sakai
Manoj Samaranayake
Rodney Peter Santos
Carrie Sato
Donald Stoddard
Susan Sugitani
Eileen Tamura 

and J. David Raney
Helen Tavares
Kelly Uyeda
Malia Van Heukelem
Laurie Watanabe

Up to $99
Roy Alameida
Nancy Aleck
AmazonSmile Foundation
William Boylston
Meda Brown
Elizabeth Buck
Andrew Bushnell
Alita Charron
M. Gay Conklin
Romel Dela Cruz
Barry deVille

and Maya McNeilly
Mary Jane Dobson
Mary Finley
Foodland Give Aloha
Jean Fujinaga *
E. Kaiponohea Hale
Albert Hamai
Mark Heberle
Mark Helbling
Marlene Kennedy
Noel Kent
Michael Kieran
Sumie Kitajima-Ogata
Sybil Kyi
Herb Lee

The Hawai‘i Council for the Humanities gratefully acknowledges the following individuals and

 organizations whose generous contributions — cash and in-kind — have made our signature

programs as well as various projects and partnership activities possible: 

DONORS TO THE HAWAI‘I COUNCIL FOR THE HUMANITIES
January 1 to December 31, 2017

MAHALO
FOR YOUR
SUPPORT!

HCH Giving Circles:

m  = The Maile Circle at $500 supports public  programs,  including
 Motheread/Fatheread® in the prisons,  reading-discussion  programs,  

      and literary and oral history  dramatizations. 

k  = The Kukui Circle at $500 supports our  programs for K-12 students 
      and teachers, including Hawai‘i History Day and collaborative workshops 
      and institutes for teachers.

u = The ‘Ulu Circle at $250 gives general  support for either type of HCH
 programs and activities. 

Your donation makes a difference, no matter the size. Help us connect
 people with ideas that broaden perspectives, enrich lives and strengthen
 communities today! 

11 Kaua‘i

$53,950
7 Grants for Preservation & Access

and Public Humanities Programs

$45,953
11 Collaborative Projects/

Partnerships

$99,903
Total Grants and  

Collaborative Projects 2017

Calendar Year

2017
HCH Funded

Connecting people with ideas that broaden  perspectives, 

enrich lives and strengthen communities. | •••••••••••••••••• We offer opportunities for reflection and thoughtful discussion to  encourage  engagement

about local, national and world issues.

We conduct educational programs that help  promote and enhance  lifelong  learning 

experiences for people of all ages and backgrounds.

We partner with libraries, museums, and other cultural and educational  institutions to build

 meaningful relationships through civic conversations that explore our  connections to the

wider world.

The Hawai‘i Council for the  Humanities (HCH) is a  private  nonprofit organization that  

supports and promotes the  exchange of ideas, stories and  traditions to  improve  communities

and to  encourage  participation in civic life.

+25 programs with statewide (media) outreach

413 O‘ahu

8 Moloka‘i

11 La-na‘i

14 Maui

53 Hawai‘i

535
Total Public Humanities Programs Around the State 

2017 Statement of Activities

$801,467
Total Revenue

        Grants: $636,459

        Contributions: $145,074

        Program, interest & dividend, 
        net investment income: $19,934

$787,835
Total Expenses

        Program services: $633,276

        Fundraising: $48,471

        Management 
        & general: $106,088
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Teacher
 workshop on Maui
for Legacy of Race

program.

2017 National
 History Day delegation

from Hawai‘i at a
 congressional visit with

Congresswoman 
Colleen Hanabusa.




